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Puget Sound
sees a spike
in acceptance rates

P

uget Sound’s general acceptance rate has increased to
about 85 percent for fall 2013,
with early acceptance rate at 88
percent. That rate is about 30.7 percent
higher than it was in 2010.
According to the University’s website, Puget Sound accepts about 675
new members of the freshman class
each year from several thousand applications. What this new rate does, however, will not affect the current amount
of students coming into the new class.
“The increase in our acceptance rate
is due to a change in the way we count
applications,” Jenny Rickard, Vice President for Enrollment at Puget Sound,
said. “Last year, the Common Application made some revisions to its nomen-

Beta theta
pi chapter
returns
after only
two years

clature identifying prospective students
in their system. What were once called
‘in progress’ applications are now called
‘prospects.’”
According to Rickard, the application
rate for fall of 2012 was closer to 83 percent, marking only a slight change to
this year’s number.
A rising use of electronic applications such as the Common Application
makes documenting student applications the easiest it has been for decades.
In addition, the ACT and the College
Board occasionally send schools names
of students who are eligible for VIP admissions—pre-completed forms for
students who show positive qualities for
possible application. Puget Sound does
not currently participate in the VIP ad-

By NAKISHA JONeS
A new fraternity is coming to
Puget Sound. Beta Theta Pi will
be making its return in the fall of
2013 under the guidance of Tom
Martin, Colony Development Coordinator.
“Beta Theta Pi is a values-based
fraternity,” Martin said. Its initial
goals are to recruit fifty men of
principle, find partner organizations on and off campus and provide a positive experience for the
University. Beta will be moving
into Unit G next academic year.
Beta Theta Pi will be overseen by

aSupS
website
gets an
upgrade

By pAUL GOUDARZI-fRY

By CLAIRe GRUBB
It seems to be the year of exciting additions to the campus—
not only the unveiling of the new
Commencement Hall, but an opportunity for students to enhance
their learning with the launch of
the new ASUPS website.
The website brings with it great
features such as information
about clubs, sustainability and a
calendar of campus events.
The project was spearheaded last April by the Director of
Marketing and Outreach, senior
Kathryn Ginsberg and the Director of Technology Services, senior
Vikram Nilakantan.
Their goal was to create a website that could be the homepage for the students, as a sort of
one-stop shop for any and all
campus-related questions, as well
as activities on campus and in the
greater Tacoma area.
The home page was created
last spring and presented to the
ASUPS executive board.
Ginsberg and Nilakantan both
have extensive experience with
graphic design, web design and
coding and spent this summer
working to bring their vision to
life.
“There were a lot of late nights
and deadlines,” Ginsberg said.
The ASUPS website existed prior to this most recent launch, but
it has been described by many of
the students as underutilized and
not user-friendly.
After the overhaul, the website now features quality banners
linking to various campus events,
information linking clubs to great
event advertising opportunitiues,
and the new Local Logger feature
and information on how to get a
free Orca card.

mission process.
“These applications help increase a
school’s applicant pool as well as strategically raise the average SAT scores of
their applicants,” International College
Counselors (ICC) said regarding special admissions. ICC is an association
of admissions experts geared towards
helping high school students through
the college admission process.
However, these new and faster processes can skew perceptions of how
many applications are being taken into
account by each university.
“Comparing application numbers and
therefore acceptance rates across across
institutions is an apples and oranges situation,” Rickard said.
SEE SPIKE PagE 2

the InterFraternity Center (IFC),
which is the governing body for
the fraternities on campus.
“Each of the chapters are represented on the IFC, and the executive board is elected to oneyear positions. The IFC has many
functions, including: holding
chapters accountable to policy
and values, providing educational
opportunities for fraternity members, organizing the recruitment
process and acting as a unified
voice and advocate for the fraternity community,” Moe Stephens,
Assistant Director of Student Ac-

SEE aSuPS PagE 2

tivities, said.
Right now Beta Theta Pi is offering a Men of Principle Merit Scholarship that is open to all
non-Greek sophomores, juniors
and seniors. Women may apply as
well to earn this $1000 award. The
scholarship is evaluated based on
academic achievement, campus
involvement and leadership. The
award amount is subject to increase depending on the amount
of support from the community. The deadline to apply is Oct.
1. Students can go to www.gobeta.com and click the Puget Sound

scholarship link, or contact Tom
Martin for more information.
Beta Theta Pi has traditionally been a community of valuesdriven men all working together
to attain personal growth, leadership and fun. Recruitment has already begun for potential members and founding fathers. One
Puget Sound student shared why
he wanted to become a founding
father.
“Personally I see Beta returning
on campus as a great opportuniSEE BEta PagE 2
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A letter from your editor
By ELISABETH SCHYBERG

First of all, I’m so happy that you
are holding the very first issue of The
Trail in your hands (or looking at it
on your screen)!
Traditionally, this is the time for
the new editor-in-chief to lay out
the direction of The Trail for the
upcoming year. I approach this with
some trepidation, mostly because I
don’t consider myself a strong writer
when it comes to journalism.
But in a paradoxical way, this is
the reason why I am editor-in-chief
today: The Trail is open to everyone,
regardless of his or her journalistic
abilities.
This idea of paradox is key for
the future of The Trail. I want to
continue The Trail’s tradition of
welcoming all levels of writers and
editors while providing a place for
them to learn journalism. I want to
push The Trail towards higher and
higher standards of professionalism
and quality while maintaining
trademarks like the Hey Yous.
I want The Trail to be a

SPIKE

continued from page 1
It is important to note that there
has been no change regarding the
amount of selectivity when considering a student’s admission into Puget
Sound.
“Through our competitive admission process, we take great care to
match an applicant’s…accomplishments with our goal of enrolling an
academically talented and diverse
student body,” reads the Freshman
Frequently Asked Questions on the
University’s website.
U.S. News and the Common Application list Puget Sound’s application
process as “selective” and “competitive,” respectively.
“Most of the students who are applying to distinctive liberal arts colleges like Puget Sound are, in fact,
qualified for admission,” Rickard
said. “They have done their research,
understand the rigor of our academic program, and have ‘self-selected’ to
apply. That means we have strong applicants to begin with.”
Application standards for academics indicate that Puget Sound students score above the national average in both SAT and ACT scores. By
seeking out higher numbers of qualified potential students, Puget Sound
continues to sharpen its image of
scholastic prowess.
The process of applying to college,
however, is more than just test scores
and numerical values.
“[Applying for school] is a real dif-
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newspaper. In this age of flux for
the very definitions of journalism
and newspaper and news, I want to
hold The Trail to the model of what
a newspaper has been traditionally.
But that doesn’t mean we can
ignore the constant technological
advancements that are forcing news
outlets to be evolving continually.
Thus, this year, we are excited to
make room for a new position at
The Trail: a social media manager.
This person ideally connects the
worlds of traditional newspapers
and modern social media, without
which The Trail would be faltering.
He will be taking our existing social
media outlets to new heights, which
reminds me: like us on Facebook!
(The Puget Sound Trail). Follow us
on Twitter! (@PugetSoundTrail).
And read us online! (trail.
pugetsound.edu).
We also are extending our offcampus distribution this year.
Check the new “Where to find The
Trail” box in the News section to
stay updated on local businesses
that will be carrying each week’s
ferent process from what I expected
it to be. I felt it was less about what
grades you had in high school as opposed to more of your general interests, your interest and passion in
things,” freshman honors student
Adam Herbertson said.“I personally
like to have a more diverse, not homogenous, class group. That’s why I
chose a liberal arts school like this as
opposed to a state school.”
University President Ronald Thomas is optimistic about Puget Sound’s
student body.
“Given national trends—the declining population of 18-year-olds and
the fact that students are applying to
greater numbers of schools—it bodes
well for Puget Sound that we enrolled
this year another very strong class of
first year students who are already
contributing to campus in some pretty astonishing ways, both in and out
of the classroom,” Thomas said.
According to Thomas, there is a
constant increase in student success
regarding awards, scholarships, admission to continued education and
successful careers upon graduation.
“We expect that to continue,” Thomas said.
Puget Sound prides itself on accepting students who contribute significantly to society, both within campus
culture and outside of the University’s
walls. With a larger pool of applications from which students are chosen, the admissions personnel ensure
that each new freshman class is continuously academically sound each
year.

issue.
These are just a few of the ways
The Trail is adapting this year. Keep
reading throughout the year to see
more!
So much hard work and effort has
been put into making what you’re
reading a reality, and I am especially
proud of this issue because the
majority of the staff is new to The
Trail. That means that many of us
are learning from the ground up
how to be journalists.
With that being said (we miss you,
Jack!), I ask you to be patient with us
as our weekly production continues
to grow throughout the year. We
as a staff are excited to bring you
the most interesting and relevant
information from the Puget Sound
and wider Tacoma community.
If you want to chat, I will be
holding office hours this year
from 2-4 p.m. on Wednesdays in
Oppenheimer. Discuss an article,
pitch an idea or just say hi!
The Trail doesn’t exist without its
readers, so thank you for supporting
us just by picking up the paper.

The Puget Sound Trail
trailnews@pugetsound.edu

ASUPS

continued from page 1
More features are coming soon:
the two executives are working on
ways to improve the calendar feature of the website and get van rentals put online.
The site is also linked to the plasma screen above the diner, which
streams tweets and Instagram posts
that tag the University.
One of the most exciting aspects
of the new website is the Local Logger feature. Gone are the days of free
ASUPS planners with coupons for
various local spots; instead this feature promotes easy use and access
anywhere.
According to Ginsberg, hard copy
coupons were not being used, but
with the accessible deals online, students can find great places to go in
Tacoma. The feature is aimed at students who are new to Tacoma, but
even seniors can benefit from great
deals and the chance to discover
places in Tacoma.
The Local Logger will be updated
throughout the year, so there should
be no shortage of new places to find
and opportunities to take advantage

of.
The two already have a new project in the works; it should be implemented upon students’ return from
the winter break.
Described as an interactive activities forecast, it will be a touch screen
stand located near the information
center that can be used by students
to see what is happening throughout the week; visiting parents and
prospective students can use the device to get a better idea of campus
activities and Tacoma life.
“We wanted to make sure people,
especially freshmen, have a better
idea of what ASUPS does and that
it exists in the first place,” Nilakantan said.
ASUPS is aiming to make what
they do more relatable to students.
“We want to reach every single
student, not just the ones who are
really involved,” Ginsberg said.
Students with feedback are encouraged to email the Associated
Students of the University of Puget
Sound members or drop by their office hours so the staff behind the site
can truly get an idea of what students want and need from this new
service.

Building:
Previously home to the members of the Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, the building is currently being used as dorm space
for excess student housing
and transfer students.
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BETA

continued from page 1
ity. With this brand new start up I
see an opportunity to change the
expectations. I applied because I
want to make sure that Beta can be
a respectable organization on campus, and I want to be a part of making it something great. I hope that
in the future Beta can be known as
a place for men of principle where
the members are selected from the
most dedicated, involved and academically engaged students at
Puget Sound,” junior Ben Boe said.
The founding of Beta Theta Pi
can be traced back to Oxford, Ohio
in 1839 at Miami University. Back
then, Sigma Phi, Phi Delta Theta
and Beta Theta Pi were known as
the Miami triad. During the Civil
War many of the Beta houses shut
down because members were away
battling, but after the war was over
many of the chapters were revived.
Beta Theta Pi also has notable
achievements, being the first fra-

ternity to have chapters west of the
Mississippi River and also the first
to have its constitution open to the
public.
Beta Theta Pi initially came to
Puget Sound as an interest group in
1963. It now has over 900 alumni in
the greater Seattle area.
Beta is known for its leadership
and involvement on campus, which
earned it a building on Puget Sound
in 1965. This lasted until 2011 when
the Puget Sound chapter of Beta
disbanded.
The members of Beta, alumni
and administration at Puget Sound
came to a consensus that it would
be better if Beta took a break and
adhered to better practices of moderation with social activities.
Beta is returning with a refined
selection process and a desire to
shape a new generation of valuesdriven men. This could be the start
of a new legacy here at the University of Puget Sound.

Security Report
The following is a summary of incidents occurring on campus—or
the campus border—and reported
to Security Services between Sept. 1,
2013 and Sept. 23, 2013:
· 7 bicycles were stolen from campus bike racks. In each case, bicycles were either not secured or secured with a cable style lock which
was cut.
· There were 2 reports of bike parts

being stolen from secured bicycles.
In one case, the rear wheel was stolen. In the other, the seat and seat
post were taken.
· A student and a campus neighbor
engaged in a physical altercation in
the alley behind several Universityowned residences. The incident is
under investigation by Tacoma Police.
· A laptop computer was reported
stolen from the women’s PE locker
room in the Fieldhouse. The pad-

The Puget Sound Trail

lock securing the locker was cut.
· Security staff responded to 2 incidents of liquor law violations. In
both cases students involved had
become ill due to over consumption
of alcohol.
· There were 2 reports of malicious
mischief in the residence halls.
Crime Prevention Tips:

security bicycles is highly recommended. Remember to secure bicycles through the frame.
· Do not leave valuables in your vehicle—especially in plain view.
· Always secure your room or office
area when unattended.
· Take advantage of the Security Safety Escort Services by calling (253) 879-3311. This service is
available 24/7.

· The use of “U-Bolt” style locks to

1 0 9 5 Wh e e l o c k S t u d e n t C e nter, Ta co m a , WA 98416- 1095 | ( 253) 879.3197
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Domestic issues should be
the first priority for U.S.
By BILLY NICOL
Following the White House’s
claims that on Aug. 21 the Syrian
government
used
chemical
weapons to kill more than 1,400
civilians outside Damascus, the
Obama administration has been
making a hard push for military
intervention in Syria.
This approach has been met
with widespread criticism both at
home and abroad.
A Pew study published Monday
revealed that 49 percent of
Americans oppose airstrikes in
Syria if the Assad regime refuses
to cede its chemical weapons,
while 37 percent approve of the
initiative.
The White House has also failed
to gather international support
for military action. Although
President Obama did secure
support for a diplomatic approach
to the crisis at the recent G-20
summit in St. Petersburg, Russian
president Vladimir Putin led a
coalition of nations opposed to
military intervention.
U.S. airstrikes on Syria would
hardly be the first example of
American intervention in foreign
conflicts.
In his 1904 State of the Union
address, President Theodore
Roosevelt put forth his policy
about America’s responsibility to
police other nations, and said “the

adherence of the United States to

“ Should America be
operating as the world’s
police? ”
the Monroe Doctrine [which said
that America will intervene if any
European nation attempted to start
new colonies in the Americas] may
force the United States, however
reluctantly, in flagrant cases of
such wrongdoing or impotence,
to the exercise of an international
police power.”
Since then America has
frequently deployed troops to
foreign nations when the White
House deemed necessary.
Often, this policy has been met
with at least some international
support, such as America’s
entry into World War I, or the
intervention in the Bosnian crisis.
Today,
however,
America
finds itself stonewalled by the
international community.
While international support for
intervention in Syria remains low,
the plan’s prospects in Congress
may be improving.
Reuters News Group reports that
after a meeting with the president
earlier this month, Speaker of the
House John Boehner, R-Ohio,
and House Majority Leader Eric

Cantor, R-Va., both pledged to
support U.S. strikes on Syria.
To be certain, if the allegations
against the Assad regime are true,
it is guilty of an atrocity. Chemical
weapons are one of the great
horrors of the 20th century, and
they should remain in the past.
It seems certain most people
would agree that a leader who
slaughters his own people is evil.
The true issue, however, is one
that has been haunting the U.S.
since the controversial invasion of
Iraq: should America be operating
as the world’s police?
President
Obama
has
consistently said that the U.S.
will remain a global peacekeeper.
In a Sept. 17 interview with
Telemundo,
the
American
Spanish-language network, the
president was adamant that Assad
must not remain in power.
“There’s
an
underlying
challenge that we’ve got to deal
with, which is that there’s a civil
war going on inside of Syria and
we’ve got a murderous dictator
who, so far at least, has resisted
efforts at a political settlement.
So this will only be the first step,
even if we get an agreement on
chemical weapons,” President
Obama said.
“I
always
preserve,
as
see SYRIA page 4
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Coal trains
coming through
Washington: risks
outweigh gains
By KAYLA GUTIERREZ
If Washington is to truly move
beyond coal, harmful coal trains
cannot be allowed to run though its
cities.
Millennium Bulk Terminals
Longview (MBTL) is currently
proposing the installation of a coal
export terminal in Cowlitz County.
The
Environmental
Impact
Statement for the MBTL website
states that the terminal would have
the ability to process 48.5 million
tons of coal each year.
One hearing was already held
on Sept. 17 in Longview, and more
are to be held in Spokane, Pasco
and Vancouver. The proposed
terminal plant will cause a variety of
environmental problems due to coal
dust. These hearings are meant to
inform people about these impacts.
The coal dust blown off of passing
trains contaminates both the air and
water. The Sierra Club has already
been involved in lawsuits against
coal companies that have violated
the federal Clean Water Act. There
is a fact sheet regarding coal dust on
their website.
One of the major impacts of
coal dust has to do with all of the
chemicals found in it that get into the
soil, air and water supply. The Sierra
Club’s fact sheet cites tests that have
shown coal dust to contain toxic
heavy metals such as arsenic and
lead.
Not only do coal trains affect the

environment, they also impact cities’
infrastructures.
Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn’s
website published a study conducted
by the Department of Transportation,
and engineers from a company
called Parametrix found that as few
as 18 trains running through Seattle
each day would significantly increase
traffic delays.
The trains would also directly
impact public safety by restricting
access to the waterfront.
If the trains would have this
kind of impact on Seattle, then
there would be unprecedented
consequences from having these
trains run through other major cities
throughout the Pacific Northwest.
The Millennium Bulk website says
that through this project they will be
“investing an estimated $600 million
in this multi-year construction
project which will result in a stateof-the-art facility to support the
increasing global demand for coal.”
They also state that the facility will
result in a total of 1,350 temporary
direct jobs, for the construction of
the site, and 135 direct jobs for the
ongoing management of the facility.
It would be one thing if the
Cowlitz County wanted this plant to
be created, but Cowlitz Indian tribe
officials have already stated their
opposition to the project.
The impacts of coal trains on
the environment are too well
see COAL TRAINS page 4

By BECCA DUNCAN
A new school year, a new class
of freshmen at Puget Sound, which
means a chance to go on Passages,
the three-day wilderness trip
designed specifically to introduce
new students to the wonders of the
Pacific Northwest.
Many older students fondly recall
their time spent on Passages—of
days spent bonding with a small
group of classmates in the great
outdoors. However, some students
had a less than ideal experience—a
sentiment often shared by those
students who stayed at base camp,
rather than going out on a trip.
“Base camp was kind of boring,”
freshman Sarah Farbstein said. “It
wasn’t bad, it just wasn’t great
either.”
There are three options for all
students who embark on Passages:
beginning,
intermediate
and
advanced backpacking; overnight
canoeing on the Hood Canal or
various base camp activities. Base
camp activities include arts and
crafts, improvisation theater and
yoga, as well as short day hikes and
kayaking.
Backpackers and canoers alike
witness the craggy peaks and jagged
beauty of the Olympic Mountains;
those at base camp have less of a
chance to experience the outdoors
in all their natural beauty.
Of course, that is not to say
base camp has no purpose. Some
students suffer from medical
conditions that make it dangerous
to go out on extended trips. Other
students prefer not to undergo
the long trip. Base camp can be a
good option, at least for those who
choose it.
There are two goals of Passages:
the appreciation of nature and the
chance to meet and bond with

PHOTO COURTESY/JOSEPH RODRIGUEZ

Passages: Staying at Camp Parsons is closer to the residence hall experience new students will have all year than overnight trips.
classmates. Base camp may give
ample opportunities to mingle, but
being in the same place as so many
others is the same as any other day
in the dorms; that makes it hard to
develop lasting friendships.
Students on out-of-camp trips
may have met fewer people, but
being in such close proximity
with a small group provided a rare
opening to really get to know and
befriend fellow campers.

Meeting a large number of
classmates is something that
happens naturally throughout

the entirety of orientation week;
Passages should be a specialized
opportunity to understand new

friends on a deeper level than
casual meetings can afford.
see PASSAGES page 4
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If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit
our website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us.
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Students should vote to put labels on GMO foods
By CAROLEA CASAS

As we made our return to campus
this fall, many of us may have
noticed a group of people in the
S.U.B. dressed to impress—as corn.
The human corn crop was
composed of representatives from
WashPIRG, (Washington Public
Interest Group), a nonprofit
organization that employs the
assistance of students to spread
awareness on important political
issues in the state.
Currently at the top of their
docket is a support campaign for
Washington State Initiative 522.
I-522 deals with explicit labeling
of genetically modified foods
and ingredients, and as such,
is an issue to which the general
public in Washington has offered
overwhelming support.
For those of us unfamiliar
with the term, GMO refers to the
practice of genetically altering foods
to produce a strain endowed with
the ‘strongest’ traits, most often for
resistance to natural pests and manmade herbicides.
According to the United States
Department
of
Agriculture’s
Economic
Research
Service,
the most commonly genetically
modified crops in the U.S. are corn,
soybeans and some varieties of
cotton, although the GMO trend
does not cease there.
WashPIRG students released
data on many of the genetically

engineered
foods
grown
domestically, (this information
could be found on the pamphlets
they passed out on campus), and
found that 85 percent of sugar beet
crops, 90 percent of canola, 90
percent of corn and 93 percent of
soybeans are produced using GMO
practices condoned by the USDA.
Currently in the U.S., the largest
conglomerate in agribusiness is
Monsanto, a multi-billion dollar,
internationally based enterprise
specializing
in
the
genetic
modification of corn crops.
Monsanto, whose web search
result labels the company as “A
Sustainable Agriculture Company,”
is far from it in reality.
Senior and Student Sustainability
Coordinator Sarah Egger-Weiler
offered some insight as to why
companies like Monsanto, and
more importantly, the practice of
genetically engineering food, are so
detrimental.
“Once you have planted one
of their seeds in your field, it
completely contaminates your
whole field and so you can’t plant
your own seeds, because they won’t
work, so then you’re always going
to be in a relationship with them,”
Egger-Weiler said.
Egger-Weiler stated that for
small-scale farmers, it is impossible
to withdraw from their contract
with Monsanto, because of the
damage done to the crops thereafter.
That being said, season upon

season
of
genetically
modified
crop growth
continues to
rob farmers
around
the
c o u n t r y
of
fertile
land,
and
widens
the
gap between
consumers
and all-natural
produce.
This issue,
of
course,
brings us back
to the matter
at
hand:
I-522, which
will be on the
ballot
this
November.
Without the
correct labels,
consumers
have no way
of
knowing
which
of
their
food
sources
are
derived from
genetically
modified
strains.
The
raw
crops
and
p r o d u c e
themselves are not the only products

COAL TRAINS

SYRIA

documented for MBTL to defend
their proposal by saying they will
create a mere 135 permanent jobs.
Students for a Sustainable Campus
(SSC) were heavily involved with
spreading awareness about this
project last semester.
“Members of the Beyond
Coal task force brought a petition
opposing coal burning and
exporting in the state of Washington
that had been signed by hundreds
of students to ASUPS in October
of 2011 along with the Washington
Beyond Fossil Fuels Resolution.
The Senate ultimately passed the
resolution with unanimous support,
making our school the first in the
Pacific Northwest to do so,” SSC club
member Madeleine Vistica said.
In
addition
to
this
accomplishment, it is important to
note that Senate Bill E2SSB 5769 was
signed by former governor Christine
Gregoire.
This bill made it so that the
burning of fossil fuels in Washington
will be phased out completely by
2025.
Despite these huge strides towards
making Washington coal-free, the
impact of the proposed Longview
export terminal has to be taken very
seriously.
“The dust alone brings with it
health risks, the most common being
severe asthma. It really is a local
issue that nobody in this part of the
country can ignore,” Vistica said.
If Washington is truly to move
beyond coal, people living in this
area need to be involved in making
sure these coal trains are not allowed
to pass through the state.
It is time for the nation and the
world to move beyond the burning
of fossil fuels.
In order for this to happen, projects
like the Longview export terminal
have to be stopped. The costs far
outweigh any possible benefits and it
simply does not make sense to allow
this project to continue.

Commander-in-Chief, that if in
fact U.S. interests are directly
impacted, that we may end up
having to do something,” the
President also said.
It is difficult not to sympathize
with the victims in Syria, but it is
also difficult to ignore the fact that
for years now, the United States
government has been investing
heavily in other countries while
serious domestic issues go
unsolved.
For instance, the student debt
crisis shows no signs of improving.
A 2013 report published by the
Federal Reserve states that student
debt in the U.S. stands at nearly $1
trillion.
The same report states that 35
percent of borrowers under age
30 are at least 90 days behind on
their payments. In an economy
still recovering from the mortgage
crisis, the consequences of this
could be massive.
A report by the National
Association
of
Consumer
Bankruptcy Attorneys (NACBA)
states that increasing debt will lead
to younger generations delaying
important life events such as
buying cars, houses and getting
married.
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PASSAGES
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Yet not only does base camp
miss valuable chances, it can end
up being unpleasant for those who
did not want to go in the first place.
According
to
Passages
coordinator
Moe
Stephens,
students are placed into trips versus
base camp based on who signs up
the quickest.
“Students who want to go on
overnight trips self-select into them
by signing up online,” Stephens
said. “The trips are first-come,

The report also predicts that
consumer spending will decrease,
slowing down economic growth.
The economy continues to
suffer elsewhere. Unemployment
in the U.S. remains at 7.3 percent,
and the House recently voted to
cut funding for food stamps by 5
percent.
Meanwhile, military spending
is staggeringly high. The White
House estimates that the defense
budget for 2013 will be over $700
billion.
NBC estimates that tomahawk
missiles, the kind which would
likely be used for airstrikes in
Syria, cost more than $600,000
apiece.
How can the U.S. continue to
invest so much in its military
presence around the world when
so many of its citizens are facing
economic turmoil?
Congress’s approval of military
action in Syria seems likely.
Doing so, however, would flout
U.S. public opinion, as well as
the desires of the international
community.
With drastic economic crises
at home, perhaps it is time for the
U.S. to withdraw from its role as
the international watchdog.
The United Nations was founded
to prevent conflicts around the
world. Perhaps it is time they
started to shoulder the burden.

of concern. WashPIRG cites that
“85% of U.S. canola is engineered
for herbicide resistance,” while
“Most cheese in the U.S. is produced
using enzymes from [genetically
engineered] bacteria or yeast.”
With so much of the food industry
affected by these modifications, it is
no wonder that many have begun to
wonder about the health risks.
It has already been posited that
GMOs often result in heightened
food allergies, decreased nutritional
value and even antibiotic resistance.
Hillary Larson, a campus
organizer from WashPIRG, said
that one of the biggest problems
with GMO products and their lack
of transparency is the effect it has
on the consumer.
For college students in particular,
she said it can be “impossible to
make healthy decisions,” as the
independence of adulthood brings
newer, not necessarily all-natural
options.
Larson hopes that the passing of
I-522 will not only alleviate some
of these potential health risks,
but will also liberate consumers’
understanding that they have the
opportunity to make informed
decisions about what they put in
their bodies.
“We all have a right to make
decisions and have an equal hand in
the democratic process. Companies
like Monsanto have grown to the
point where they are infringing on
our basic rights. Any initiative that
has the ability to curtail the capacity
of these corporations to make

decisions for us is step in the right
direction,” Larson said.
Within the realm of student
activism, the common response is a
call to action, one that encourages
students state-wide to register
to vote so that on Nov. 5 the 72
percent of Washington’s population
in support of GMO labeling will not
be disappointed at the initiative’s
failure.
Larson, while pleased by the
level of involvement and interest
with the issue on our own campus,
maintains that the battle is far from
over.
“We hope the UPS community
will continue to get involved in
passing I-522, and become a part
of making Washington a leader in
the nation as the first state to label
GMOs,” she said.
When asked as to why students
on our campus, especially nonresidents of the state of Washington,
should care, Egger-Weiler said,
“Because this is an issue that really
should be addressed on a national
scale instead of on a state scale
[…] just educating people about
knowing what is in their food in
general, even if they can’t vote on
it in this state; they could sign a
pledge, and take a step back and
think ‘Oh wait, what is in my food?’
[…] even that thought process is so
important.”
Well put, and, with so much to
lose, absolutely necessary.

first-serve, and fill up quickly.”
Therefore, even if a student
would prefer to go out on a trip
rather than stay behind, they would
most likely miss out if they signed
up later than others.
“I did want to go backpacking,
but I signed up really late, so I
missed out,” Farbstein said.
Most Passages-bound freshmen
would prefer an exciting adventure
to the remotest and most beautiful
parts of Puget Sound and the
Olympic Mountains—but end
up getting stuck back at Camp
Parsons, doing activities that stay

constant from year to year.
“The reason we do not switch up
the base camp activities too often is
because we have limited resources
once we get out to Camp Parsons,”
Stephens said.
There is nothing wrong with
wanting to stay at base camp. The
only problem is that it often ends
up as a second and much less
satisfying choice for those who
were lower on the sign-up list—
and the goal of Puget Sound should
be that everyone goes through
Passages in the best possible
circumstances.

Instead, the University should
strive to expand their Passages
program further to ensure that all
those who wish to go on a trip are
able to.
There is hardly a shortage of
enthusiastic upperclassmen willing
to become Passages leaders,
and there is hardly a shortage of
mountain or ocean.
Passages is supposed to
introduce the newest members
of Puget Sound to the incredible
community they have joined; it
is the duty of that community to
ensure that they see the best of it.

PHOTO COURTESY/yeson522.com
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HEY YOU! With the tri-force tattoo, I want to wake to a reflection
of my stomach, swollen with your
unborn child.
HEY YOU! Fedora guy, your
jacket is not a cape. Stop it.
HEY YOU! Blonde Oppenheimer
frog, your love of adventure inspires everyone around you!
HEY YOU! Tiger Hunter. You can
pursue and consume this pussy
any day.
Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.
HEY YOU! Tacoma. We knew this
day would come. We knew it all
along. How did it come so fast?
HEY YOU! Boy with the heartshaped birthmark. I’m so excited
to be standing at the beginning
with you.
HEY YOU! Scrawny ginger boy in

my calc class. Why don’t you come
talk to me after class some time? I
think you’re cute.
HEY YOU! Vice President of
ASUPS! Is this hey you inappropriately specific?
HEY YOU! Tacoma. This is our
last night but it’s late. And I’m
trying not to sleep. Cause I know
when I wake, I will have to slip
away.
HEY YOU! Happiest birthday to
Marta from everyone at The Trail!
You make this campus brighter
with your presence.
HEY YOU! Professor who posted
on the UPS Confessions page. You
are awesome.

stop doing yo thang.
HEY YOU! Couple hooking up on
the third floor of the library last
Tuesday night...NICE.
HEY YOU! Cellar Pizza. What the
f**k is up with your crust!?
HEY YOU! People who watch
shows besides “Breaking Bad” but
don’t watch “Breaking Bad”: why
aren’t you watching “Breaking
Bad”?

HEY YOU! Big Mama. You make
my S.U.B. experience infinitely
better.

HEY YOU! Miley. Thanks for
making twerking a faux pas for
the rest of us white girls who just
wanna get down.

HEY YOU! Hawaiian guy with
a prominent bone structure and
dark complexion, I’d vote for you
as King.

HEY YOU! PeopleSoft. You f**ked
me over on registration twice. F**k
you. Really. F**k you.

HEY YOU! Ron Thom. I know
you’re a vampire. Stop hiding it
already!
HEY YOU! Hoodlum who’s been
decorating the city with your
signature sad face. I like your style.
Let’s paint the town red together.

HEY YOU! Bearded glasses man
from the S.U.B. You gave me a
free lunch on my college visit last
spring and are one of the biggest
reasons I came here. Thanks, bro.
HEY YOU! S.U.B.! Where the hell
did all the bread bowls go!?

HEY YOU! Tacoma. When the
daylight comes I’ll have to go, but
tonight I’m gonna hold you so
close.

HEY YOU! Girl with the dark
lipstick in my bio class. Please
please please please for the love of
Ron Thom be a lesbian and come
talk to me.

HEY YOU! Accordian guy. Never

HEY YOU! Amateur burrito mak-
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ers. Step up your game! I require
pristine burritos.
HEY YOU! Detective Fiction prof.
You can inspect my clues any day!
HEY YOU! Kid who never shows
up to Spanish. Please come more
often? Your body and your musk
are missed.
HEY YOU! Girl who brought ginger snaps to our meeting. Thanks
for the sweets! Maybe I can return
the favor with some sugar of my
own!
HEY YOU! Football Team!
Congrats! So proud of our Logger
football team!
HEY YOU! Anybody who still
cares about the UPS Confessions
page. Have some self respect,
please?
HEY YOU! Heirloom tomatoes.
You bring juicy, ripe magic to my
tastebuds.
HEY YOU! Peoplesoft. Thanks for
making me look so awesome and
competent. -Cascade
HEY YOU! Freshman class. Your
cocky attitude is f**king annoying.
HEY YOU! Fiery red-head who
runs The Trail. Your smile always
brightens my day!

another sexy year title IX defends the rights
at Puget Sound
of students nationwide:

By OpHeLIA JUGGS

Puget Sound is a sexy, sexy place.
In order to get in on the sexy action,
there are a few basic concepts on
which all students should have a firm
grasp before embarking on their sexual conquests—consent, open communication and diversity of sexual
expression.
Consent is rule number one when
it comes to gettin’ down. In fact, call it
rule zero. Sex without consent is not
sex, it is rape.
One of the best known slogans
of consent culture is the phrase,
“No Means No,” which is absolutely
true—no means no, not “try harder”
or “ask again later.” At Puget Sound,
though, we also advocate firmly for
“Yes Means Yes.” This means that the
absence of a “no” is not consent. Only
an enthusiastic “YES!” means yes.
Getting consent is fairly easy. It
only requires that people communicate with each other. Ask questions
like, “Do you like it when I kiss your
neck?”, “Can I suck on your nipples?”
and the classic “Hey, wanna f**k?”
Even just moving your hand to a new
part of the body and looking at your
partner with eyebrows raised can
nonverbally indicate “Is this okay?”
Read their face for consent—if the
person looks uncomfortable or unsure at all, stop and go back a step.
If alcohol is involved, giving and
getting consent can be tricky. According to the law, if a person is mentally
incapacitated, they cannot give consent. When it comes to drugs and alcohol, if the person cannot stand up,
walk straight or speak without slurring their words, they are too intoxicated to give consent.
Communicating openly about
your feelings and expectations is also
extremely important when it comes
to navigating sexual relationships.
Whether the person is your sweetheart, f**k buddy, friend with benefits
or a casual fling, being honest and upfront about what you plan to bring to
the relationship can help dispel con-

fusion and avoid heartbreak.
It may not feel like a lot of fun having to talk about “serious stuff ” with
someone with whom you have a casual relationship, but it does not necessarily have to be serious. It can be
very helpful (and even boost people’s
self esteem!) to emphasize the things
you like about the relationship.
Conversely, if you want to communicate that you’re interested in making the relationship less casual, you
could say, “I really care about you.
You’re a fun/smart/sexy/interesting
person” or “I feel really great when
I’m around you.” Making yourself
vulnerable can be really scary, but the
people who accept you for who you
are when you are vulnerable are the
ones who are worth your time. You
are worthwhile as you are and you do
not need to convince anyone of that.
Another thing that people on campus may feel vulnerable about is being open about their sexual/relationship preferences. Puget Sound works
tirelessly to provide an environment
that is accepting and inclusive of all
people. That is why it is so important
to keep an open mind about who or
what people like to do in and outside
of the bedroom.
Slut-shaming, homophobia and
prejudice of any kind is unacceptable at Puget Sound. People fear what
they do not understand—misunderstanding is the root of prejudice. So,
instead of criticizing people for the
choices they make or for their preferences, try instead to ask respectful questions in order to understand
their perspective. Everyone has the
right to respect, no matter where you
live, and at Puget Sound we strongly
value respectful inquiry and understanding.
Whether you are queer, straight,
asexual, cisgender, trans*, kinky, vanilla, monogamous, polyamorous,
slutty, virginal or anything in between, you have a part to play in
making the sexual atmosphere on
this campus safe, consensual, free of
shame and downright orgasmic.

How the revolutionary legal resource is
being used to protect student victims
of sexual assault and harassment

By SANDY TAILCHASeR
Lately in the mainstream media,
there has been a focus on the prevalent nature of sexual violence on college campuses across the country.
Most recently, a lawsuit was
brought against Occidental College
for the school’s alleged mishandling of sexual assault accusations.
Many similar lawsuits have
been brought against other colleges and universities in the wake
of the U.S. Board of Education’s
2011 “Dear Colleague Letter,”
which reminded every institution
of higher education that it is their
responsibility to investigate and
prevent instances of sexual harassment, violence and discrimination.
According to the 2008 National
Crime Victimization Survey, over
75 percent of women who reported rape were under 25 years old.
Additionally, the Justice Department has estimated that less than
5 percent of completed and attempted rapes committed against
women in college are reported.
The most surprising statistic,
however, was provided by a study
from the University of Mississippi: 9 out of 10 victims of sexual
violence know their assailant, and
46 percent of the time that person is someone they are dating.
While these statistics are staggering, and at times discouraging,
there are resources for students of
every gender who unfortunately fall
victim to crimes of sexual violence.
One of the greatest legal resources for victims of sexual assault and harassment is Title IX.
Many people understand Title IX as the groundbreaking

civil rights legislation that first
made
discrimination
against
women in athletics illegal. H
owever, Title IX also addresses
gender based discrimination in
STEM programs as well as the right
of every student to attend their
college or university without fear
of harassment or sexual violence.

...less than 5 percent of
completed and attempted
rapes against women in
college are reported.
While this legislation was originally geared towards women, all
students regardless of their gender
or sexual orientation are protected
under Title IX. This means that
if you find yourself in a situation
where you feel that you have been
a victim of sex-based discrimination, violence or harassment, your
university is legally required to
take appropriate action in order
to eliminate the hostile learning
environment that can result from
sexual misconduct on their campus.
If and when it is deemed necessary, schools can issue a nocontact order against the accused
in order to ensure that there is
no retaliation against the victim for making the complaint.
Additionally, schools cannot
discourage students from continuing their education, and all complaints must be taken seriously by
the administration. If a student
feels that their university is ignoring their right to a harassment-

free education, he or she has a
right to file a complaint with the
U.S. Department of Education.
Here on campus there are a number of avenues for reporting sexual
misconduct under Title IX. The
University’s Standards of Integrity
refer to Title IX as well, in that “a
member of the Puget Sound community must not harm someone
physically or psychologically, or
cause them to fear being harmed.”
If a student at Puget Sound
wants to report an incident of
sexual misconduct, he or she
should contact one of our campus’s harassment reporting officers in order to make a complaint.
It is also highly recommended that
victims of sexual assault, harassment
and/or misconduct seek the assistance of a counselor (at CHWS or off
campus), the university chaplain or
The Sexual Assault Center of Pierce
County—regardless of whether
or not the incident is reported.
Likewise, if issues of sexual assault and harassment on our campus
are something you are passionate
about, there are several groups on
campus for all students regardless of
their gender or sexual orientation.
Such groups include Wetlands Magazine, Safe Men, Wixen
(Women’s InterseXtionality, Empowerment, and Narratives—
formerly known as The Vagina
Anti-Violence Alliance or VAVA)
and VOX (Voices for Planned
Parenthood) to name a few.
More information about these
clubs and student activities—as
well as a more detailed outline
of the University’s sexual misconduct policy—can be found
on the University’s website.
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Washington Supreme Court visits Puget Sound
as.

PHOTO COURTESY/ASHLYNN HOLBERT

Washington State Supreme Court: The justices spent two days hearing a variety of cases on
campus as part of the travelling court program.

By SARAH BALAZ
The Washington State Supreme
Court visited campus on Sept. 18
and 19. This visit, sponsored by the
School of Business and Leadership,
included a discussion panel on legal
issues and diversity and hearings on

three cases.
The Court’s visit provided students in the Pre-Law Society with a
unique opportunity to learn about
the court system and justices on a
more personal level.
“Being able to speak one on one
with someone whose career culminated in what may be my dream po-

sition was fantastic,” Pre-Law Society Vice President Trey Cheiner
said.
The visit also allowed members of
the Puget Sound and Pierce County communities to see the judicial
system at work. The trials began on
Sept. 19 at 9 a.m. with an introduction from President Ronald Thom-

Thomas closed his opening remarks by saying, “May justice roll
down like waters in this place, on
this sunny day in Washington.”
Two court sessions were held,
and cases involving privacy rights,
mental competency and search and
seizure were heard. In each session
oral arguments were heard from
both sides while the justices directed questions at the lawyers.
The array of attorneys featured
two University of Puget Sound
alumnae, Jerry Morris ‘93 and Carole Highland ‘90.
After each session was over, viewers of the trial were allowed to ask
questions about the justices and the
legal system.
The travelling court was designed
to make the Washington State Supreme Court more accessible.
The Washington State Supreme
Court website states, “As a court,
we travel several times a year to
hear cases in local jurisdictions
across Washington. In 1995, we
also became one of the first courts
in the world to allow gavel-to-gavel coverage of all our cases, which
are televised year-round on TVW,
Washington State’s Public Affairs
Network.”
University of Puget Sound alumna and current law student at University of Washington Jessica Erickson feels that this travelling court is
important.
“The program benefits local cit-

izens who gain the opportunity to
observe and ask questions about the
judicial appellate process. Although
the arguments are open to the public in Olympia, the traveling court
program is more convenient and
engaging because citizens can witness court in their own community and ask the justices direct questions,” Erickson said.
While the proceedings were open
to the public, using Puget Sound as
a venue made them more accessible
to the campus community.
“The campus gains insight on the
legal process, how the court hears
cases and handles deliberations,
and the importance of the legal
structure outlined by our judicial
branch,” Chenier said.
The visit also allowed the justices to visit campus and learn what
Puget Sound offers academically.
Though the justices were only
here for two days and the outcomes
of the cases will not be heard until
later in 2014, the visit left an impression on many students.
“[Students learned that] justices
are normal people like us who utilized their ambition and intelligence
to accomplish their goals,” Chenier
said.
More details on the cases can be
found on the Washington Court’s
website under “appellate trail court
briefs.” The outcomes of the cases
will be posted on the Washington
State Administrative Office of the
Courts webpage.

Author Tiphanie Yanique offers Backpacks of Hope
wisdom to aspiring writers, artists provides food for kids
By ADA SMITH

PHOTO COURTESY/PETER DAVIDSON

Tiphanie Yanique: The author answered questions about her writing style and cultural identity.

By JORDAN MACAVOY
Professor and well known writer Tiphanie Yanique visited Puget
Sound on Monday, Sept. 16.
She read a short story from her
book How to Escape From a Leper
Colony, a collection of stories set in
Africa, America and all over the Caribbean.
Yanique was the first speaker in a series hosted by the African
Amercan Studies program. The series, The Caribbean Writer, will
bring celebrated cultural writers and
artists from the Caribbean Islands
to read and share their experiences.
Students took powerful interest in Yanique’s writing process, her
style and her cultural identity. One
student asked her to describe the
process of writing characters with
different identities from hers.
“Is this story coming from a
broader social context, am I representing more than just myself?
In this story, each of my characters
have some roots in me... they are
really different than I am, but they
are all very important to the reality
of the Virgin Island experience,” Yanique said.
Other students asked questions
probing the content of some of her

work. When asked why some of her
stories seemed to have very morbid
endings, Yanique responded that
she didn’t think her writing was so
morbid.
“People do die, and things do get
left un-wrapped up,” she said.
As a professor of creative writing
at the New School in New York, Yanique has a wealth of knowledge regarding the writing process in general.
Several members of the audience identified as aspiring artists
and asked her about her process and
how her cultural experience impacted her art.
“Is this just shock value? Then it’s
not art,” Yanique said.
Many audience members seemed
more interested in Yanique as a writer than as a cultural ambassador,
but she gracefully connected the
two by explaining the importance
of what the artist brings to their art.
She described the transposition of
the writer’s narrative and the reader’s narrative, then explained how a
good cultural experience will make
them match up.
On Tuesday, Yanique had a discussion with Professor Suzanne
Warren’s English 402 class over coffee. Many students posed mechan-

ical and technical questions regarding the writing process. As a
professor, Yanique had answers and
advice as well as honest words regarding the difficulty of getting published.
“Most people who I graduated
with still don’t have any books out,”
she said. “I graduated and a year later I had a book contract, but that’s
really unheard of actually. For most
people it takes a lot longer.”
Yanique also encouraged these
writers, telling them that rejection is
good, even if it does not feel good.
Overall, budding writers and students interested in Caribbean culture at the University were excited
to learn from Professor Yanique,
and she was enthusiastic, open and
honest with anyone who wanted to
ask her questions.
Every year the University offers
opportunities to expand students’
cultural experiences through programs such as this one. This series,
which is intended to broaden the
horizons of the students and to inspire artists to work with a lens of
cultural awareness, exposes students to cultures from other parts of
the world, opportunities they may
not otherwise have.

Backpacks of Hope is a volunteer
program on campus that helps
students get involved with feeding
hungry kids in the Tacoma and
Clover Park School District.
Backpacks of Hope works directly
with the Backpack program that
is run through St. Leo’s Food
Connection.
Though they are separate,
every student who volunteers for
Backpacks of Hope will work for
the Backpack program through St.
Leo’s.
“I founded Backpacks of Hope
last August [2012] because I wanted
to help get Puget Sound students
get involved in fighting childhood
hunger in Tacoma,” president and
founder Jasmine Kaneshiro said.
The Backpack program in
Tacoma is a part of a nationwide
agency that, working with local
organizations and communities,
helps provide these at-risk kids with
a dependable source of healthy food
when they are not at school.
Puget Sound students offer the
constant volunteer force that is
needed by this program to pack
food and distribute it to the various
schools with which the program
works.
Puget Sound volunteers pack
meals Monday through Wednesday
and then help distribute the
backpacks Friday. The backpacks go
to the schools, which then distribute
them to the children who need them
the most.
Backpacks of Hope does offer
rides to students, trying to make it
as simple as possible for volunteers
to get where they need to be.
“I wanted to start Backpacks
of Hope in order to make it easier
for students to volunteer at St. Leo
Food Connection, even if they don’t
have a car, and help children achieve
their fullest potential in school,”
Kaneshiro said.
The Backpack program in

Tacoma started eight years ago,
working with just one school
and helping only 50 kids. Their
widespread success is due in part to
a dependable source of organized
volunteers from the community,
such as Backpacks of Hope.
Now, the Backpack program
feeds approximately 630 children
every week and works with 25
different schools. These schools are
chosen because they have about 70
percent of their students on the free
or reduced lunch program.
The meals that the Backpack
program provides each week are
enough for two days—Saturday
and Sunday—and consist of carrots,
water, granola bars and other kidfriendly, healthy food that will last
through the weekend.
“We could not be able to serve this
population as effectively without
Backpacks of Hope,” the Children’s
Feeding Program Coordinator for
St. Leo’s Food Connection, Quentin
Cole, said.
Twenty-five percent of children
in Washington live without food
security, and the Backpack program
provides that security to those kids
when they are not in school.
“When children are hungry, they
have difficulty staying alert in class
and are often unable to do as well
on tests or assignments,” Kaneshiro
said.
Students
interested
in
volunteering
should
email
Jasmine Kaneshiro at backpacks@
pugetsound.edu or visit the
Facebook page at facebook.com/
BackpacksUPS. Backpacks of Hope
is currently looking for drivers
for Wednesday and Monday
afternoons.
Students are encouraged to join
Backpacks of Hope, but if that does
not work with their schedules and
they still want to volunteer, it is
possible to work directly with St.
Leo’s Food Connection in order to
find a time that works.

atures
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Junot Díaz charms crowd, inspires students

PHOTO COURTESY/FAITH MATTHEWS

Junot Díaz: Díaz is an English professor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a popular author. He was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in 2008 for his book The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.

By NICHOLE HINE
Author Junot Díaz came to speak
to the campus community on Sept.
17 in Schneebeck Concert Hall as
the Susan Resneck Pierce Lecturer
in Public Affairs and the Arts.
Díaz is the author of two short
story collections: Drown and This
is How You Lose Her, a New York
Times best-seller and National
Book Award finalist.
He also wrote the novel The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, which
won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize. He is

currently a professor of English at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, when he is not writing. He also
devotes time to immigration activism.
When the audience sat down for
the evening with Junot Díaz, most
were expecting the quiet, intellectual civil rights writer who began
his talk by graciously thanking the
University for the opportunity to
speak.
However, 44-year-old Díaz was
soon cracking jokes, using slang
and swear words and reading
slightly raunchy material from his

book.
The audience laughed at many

“ Fear, [Díaz] believes,
is what keeps us from
unlocking our potential. ”
of his comments and few seemed
bothered by the cursing.
“I liked [his cussing]; I think it
added a good addition to the performance,” freshman Katie Walton

said. “I didn’t expect it at first because he was so modest and quiet
when he walked onstage.”
He truly made an attempt to
connect with audience members,
and spent most of the lecture answering questions from the audience.
“I felt like he was speaking in a
casual way, as truly himself which I
thought was cool,” junior Eric Sculac said.
While there were some flippant questions—one student boldly asked when he lost his virginity,
which Díaz abstained from an-

swering—many questions elicited a
thoughtful response from him.
Some people asked about his
writing style; others asked for his
opinions on radicalism and immigrant rights, while others asked
what scares and inspires him.
Díaz tailored his answers to his
audience, discussing the fears that
young people have today, such as
leaving college with no job prospects and living other people’s
dreams.
He encouraged students to realize the potential of their dreams
and not to be afraid. Fear, he believes, is what keeps us from unlocking our potential.
“I feel like I question my whole
life now because he said we always
live in fear and now I feel like I
need to do something (about that),”
Walton said.
When asked about what inspired
him, he did not answer with a book
title or a single person; instead, he
simply said that a community inspires him, emphasizing the importance of having a close group of
friends who truly care about you.
He also read an excerpt from This
is How You Lose Her about an old
girlfriend. The audience responded
enthusiastically to the passage, and
many were laughing as well.
“[The excerpt] showed that he
knows [what message] he wants
to tell,” freshman Kyle Ryan commented.
The extended question-and-answer session highlighted Díaz’s skill
as a public speaker.
“I saw him as someone that I
want to be, a writer who can express his words eloquently and persuasively,” Sculac said.
Díaz then posed a question to
the audience: “what is college essentially for?” He argued that it is
not for “trivial bullshit,” as he called
it, like making friends and getting a
degree. Rather, he stressed the importance of being transformed in
college and being an entirely new
person when you leave.
“It made me think of why I was
even coming to college,” Ryan said.
“It made me want to find what I
love in the world.”

Campus spiritual clubs serve food, conversation
By TAYLOR ROGHAIR
The smell hit first. A mix of curry and cinnamon wafted through the
open doors of the Rotunda and out
into the hall. Inside, music played
and the chaplain waited next to a
table filled with samosas, monkey
bread, Mediterranean salad and several other foods.
This was the third annual Taste of
Religion, hosted by Spirituality, Service and Social Justice (SSSJ). Many
spiritual clubs came out to introduce
who they are and what they do. The
experience, as the Rev. David Wright
put it, was “drop in, drop out, pretty
informal... hopefully something fun
and there’s free food.”
The calm atmosphere—very different from the chaos and excitement
of LogJam—allowed individuals to
chat about school, clubs and religion
in a way that centered around one
main topic: food.
Representatives from different
cultures brought a variety of dishes that did not necessarily originate
within their own faith. Each recipe—from monkey bread to vegan
apple pie—was based on an idea of
the students and prepared by Dining
and Conference Services.
People trickled in and out; some
were drawn by the food, while others
had heard about the event in emails,
on Facebook or from a friend. When
asked why they came, some people

shrugged, or said they did not know.
“I didn’t know it was happening…
[but] I’m always into trying new
food so I thought it would be nice,” a
sophomore named Laura said.
When asked if they thought events
like this one were important to the
overall religious diversity on campus,
many students, such as a sophomore
named Sarah, felt that it was.
“Food is one of the most important aspects of learning about cultures,” she said.
As the event progressed, the conversation turned from the idea of religion to culture overall.
“I associate food with places and
culture and religion is just a part of
culture,” one student commented.
Overall, the small setting provided a nice opportunity get to know
some new clubs and to learn more
about the religious diversity that exists on campus.
This event, with its calm music
and delicious food, allowed students
both new and old to come together
and discuss not only their clubs, religions and cultures, but the things
they enjoy doing, or the major they
plan on studying.
By bringing individuals together through something as simple as
food, SSSJ’s Taste of Religion contributed to building community
amongst spiritual clubs as well as
the community of Puget Sound as a
whole.

PHOTO COURTESY/ASHLYNN HOLBERT

Taste of Religion: Students help themselves to dishes from various cultures and religions.
This event used the simplicity of food to foster a deeper understanding of campus faiths.
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Logger football’s losing streak comes to an end

Puget Sound football team beats Whittier College 42-33 Saturday
By CLAIRE GRUBB
Loggers’ football brought home
a win from California on Sept. 21
with a final score of 42-33 against
Whittier.
The win is their first of the
season and marks the highly
anticipated end to a losing streak
that has been ongoing since
2011. This was also the first road
victory since a 2008 game against
Pomona-Pitzer.
The first quarter ended with
Puget Sound tied with Whittier at
7-7, but by the end of the second
quarter the Loggers pulled ahead
and ended the first half at 21-7.
The Loggers were able to
maintain their lead throughout
the third quarter and, though the
Poets tried to fight back, the third
quarter ended with the Loggers
still ahead at 28-17.
One of the biggest plays in
the game occurred in the fourth
quarter when the punter, senior

Jeff Walton (Sacramento, Calif.),
completed a staggering 74-yard
punt.
The game had several standout
players who worked as a team to
pull off the impressive win. The
quarterback, junior Braden Foley
(Bothell, Wash.), scored the first
Logger touchdown with a sevenyard run with 4:42 on the clock,
securing a tie before the end of the
first quarter and setting the tone
for Logger success for the rest of
the game.
The Loggers offense played a
technically skilled game with zero
turnovers and were able to use
Whittier’s five turnovers to their
best advantage.
Key defensive plays came in
handy while freshman Jacob
Wuesthoff
(Newbury
Park,
Calif.) and junior Connor Savage
(Bothell,
Wash.)
intercepted
passes in the second quarter.
Freshman Hayden Keefe (Yorba
Linda, Calif.) later recovered yet

another Whittier fumble and
he and Wuesthoff each had an
interception. Senior Joe Cerne
(Enumclaw, Wash.) snatched a
fumble late in the game, all but
ensuring Logger victory.
Though there were many
individuals who had shining
moments in the game, it was
the team effort and energy that
ultimately secured the win for the
Loggers.
The Loggers entered the game
focused on winning following a
week of great practices.
“We had the attitude that we
want it more than them and we
have to go out and take it,” junior
linebacker Max Mirande (Klamath
Falls, Ore.) said.
Walton said that the Whittier
team had a lack of focus and a lax
attitude. This, combined with the
intense focus of the Loggers before
the game, resulted in a quiet
confidence throughout the game
that helped the Loggers secure

their victory.
There was also a fan presence
at the away game, cheering on the
Loggers through every play.
“Truthfully it felt like a home
game,” Walton said. “Our fans
were definitely louder and more
supportive than Whittier.”
Campus was buzzing when news
of the victory reached it, with
students expressing excitement
and Logger pride.
Perhaps
the
only
disappointment of the game was
that it was not at home for more
fans to see. Some fans were able
to experience the game even
from campus; sophomore Emily
Sheldon watched the game via the
Northwest Conference website.
“[The Loggers] all played
together as a team [and] it was a
really fun game to watch,” Sheldon
said.
The team has next weekend off
but will take the energy and focus
from their key win throughout the

season.
This game marks a potential
turnaround in Logger football and
is a huge step for the team and
coaching staff who have worked
hard to change the image of
football on campus.
“Winning is contagious,” junior
Bryson Calma (Mililani, Hawaii)
said. “It will only push us harder
to get more.”
A crowd of Puget Sound
students welcomed the team home
as they arrived at the Fieldhouse
at midnight after their victory in a
surge of support from the campus
community that will hopefully
carry throughout the rest of the
season. The rain and fanfare were
reminiscent of Friday Night Lights
as players and fans celebrated the
win.
The Loggers will be playing on
Oct. 26 for the homecoming game
with the hopes of securing a win at
Baker Stadium.

What would Puget Sound student attendance
at football games bring to the dynamic of play?
participating in the school chants
like, “All my life I want to be a
Logger,” or, “Once a Logger?”
I know what people are saying;
we have a small Division III school
and do not have the capacity to be
that loud or engaged.
Forgive the gap in levels of
play, and take Duke basketball as
an example. The student section
in Cameron Indoor Stadium
holds up to 1,200 students. As
a population, Puget Sound has
around 2,600 undergrads.
Let’s remember that Duke
basketball is one of the most
highly supported and loud
stadiums in sports. If we get one
third of our population to go to a
football game we would be around
860 people.
We might not be Duke level,
but we would be pretty good for a
Division III school.
Really, what is the downside? It

PHOTO COURTESYLAURENCE STACK

Cheering fans: Puget Sound students support their football team at a home game. Students
should consider attending football games for more than just school spirit.

By SCOTT SILVERSTEIN
The football team has broken
its losing streak this weekend
with the win over the Whittier
Poets. With the newfound hope
for the team, the Puget Sound
community needs to join together
and make sure this becomes a
trend.
We can do this through fan
support.
Let’s face facts: going to a Puget
Sound football game is a hard task
to sell.
As much as I love football
and Puget Sound, it is hard to
get motivated to see a team who
up until this weekend has been
struggling.
Going to games can be fun,
however, without our team
winning every game.
Going to sports games is a
communal action that gathers
people with similar interests to

fight for the same end goal.
While you are in the crowd, you
are not worried about what your
homework situation is, or whether
or not Suzy likes you…all you are
focused on is supporting your
team.
It can be a nice release, and
a great way to spend time with
friends. Also, beyond your
personal gain, it is a good service
for your school.
Fan participation might be one
of the best ways to change the
outcome of our football team.
Even if we are getting blown
out, the loud crowd will help our
players recognize that they are
not the alone in the struggle. They
will have a source of motivation
to get better.
The more people at the games,
the more support is felt by the
football team. Football is a sport
that is highly based off of emotion
and mood. For football, if the
crowd is not loud or not into the

game, it is hard to spark up a
team.
The second reason Puget Sound
students should come to back our
team is due to the impact it will
have a few years from now.
Recruiting for a team that
has had a rough couple of years
is really difficult. If the crowd
makes the game fun, recruits that
come visit would be impressed,
not by the team, but by how much
support there is for the team.
As of now, there is little to sell
a recruit about football at Puget
Sound other than early playing
time.
If the football team could
advertise how loud the crowd
gets, or how much support they
have at the games, the recruits
would have more reason to come
to our school. Without the crowd,
there is little to sell, other than
the school itself.
Going to the games can be
fun. A way to make it fun is

is a fun way to hang out with your
friends on a Saturday afternoon.
The games are not that long and
loud crowds are fun no matter
what the score.
The football team needs you
now more than ever before. They
have momentum with this last
win and want to transfer it to the
rest of the season.
The season is far from over, and
the Loggers have a real shot at
turning around the misfortune of
the team this year.
So from one Logger to another,
come to the games, support the
maroon and white and give the
football team the support it needs
to change this losing streak into a
winning streak.

Loggers Football Schedule
Fall 2013
Oct. 5 @Lewis and Clark
Oct. 12 @ Pacific (Ore.)
Oct. 19 vs. Case Western Reserve
Oct. 26 vs. Whitworth
Nov. 2 @ Pacific Lutheran
Nov. 9 @ Linfield
Nov. 16 vs. Willamette
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Women’s soccer down, but not out of running

By THOMAS OVERTON
Puget Sound’s women’s soccer
team continued their bid for a
12th consecutive conference
title Saturday, Sept. 21 against
Linfield.
The Loggers went home
empty-handed with a 1-0 loss
away in McMinnville.
The women’s soccer team
had only ever lost twice to the
undefeated Wildcats prior to
this meeting.
The Loggers opened this
season with the worst five-game
form in the past eight years
(2-2-1) including the loss to
Linfield on Saturday.
A 12th season atop the
Northwest Conference (NWC)
is still within the reach of the
Loggers as they return nine of
11 starters from last year’s team
that edged out Linfield to take
home the eleventh title for the
Loggers.
The team currently holds the
record for the longest streak
of conference titles in NCAA
Division III women’s soccer.
Among this year’s returning
players are seniors Kylie Beeson
(Everett,
Wash.),
Hannah
Hawkins (Everett, Wash.) and
junior Robin Vieira (Seattle,
Wash.). Beeson led the NWC
in assists last year and Vieira
returns to the forward position
for the Loggers this season.
Linfield
returns
some
impressive firepower as well
with two time NWC Offensive
Player of the Year and All-

American
Emily
Fellows
(Portland, Ore.) and Emma
Vukic
(Bainbridge
Island,
Wash.), who earned first team

“ A 12th season atop the
Northwest Conference
is still within the reach
of the Loggers as they
return nine of 11 starters
from last year’s team that
edged out Linfield to take
home the eleventh title for
the Loggers. ”

NWC honors in her freshman
season with the Wildcats, when
she had six goals and six assists.
The NWC coaches’ poll
predicted that the Loggers will
be dethroned this year and that
Linfield will be the ones to do
so.
The Wildcats collected five of
the nine votes for the leader of
the conference from the coaches
while the Loggers picked up
the other four, putting the two
teams neck and neck, with the
Wildcats at 66 points and the
Loggers at 64 points.
The Loggers managed to edge
out Linfield last year with a 132-1 record in the NWC to the
Wildcats’ 12-2-2 record.
There was little action to be
seen between the two teams,
with a total of only 11 shots
between them.

The net proved evasive to the
Loggers’ attempts on Saturday
with seven Logger attempts
to Linfield’s four on the day.
Shot count is not everything,
however, as Linfield’s Molly
McCool (Bend, Ore.) slotted
home the decisive attempt in the
28th minute.
Casey
Thayer
(Boulder,
Colo.), the keeper for the
Loggers, made a singular save
in-goal during the first half
while her counterpart Lauren
Thomas also had a single save in
the second half of the game.
Their opposition was fierce as
Kallina Haase (Portland, Ore.)
denied all comers to earn the
shutout for Linfield.
A bright light for the Loggers
was Alex Teesedale (Sherwood,
Ore.) who had two shots denied
by the woodwork and by far
came the closest to opening the
scoring for the Loggers.
Despite the best efforts of the
Loggers, they could not open
their account in this game and
walked away defeated by the
Wildcats for only the third time
in the past eight years.
The Loggers will look to rally
and take this season by storm.
Their bid for the 12th title will
be a rough one if they are to fight
past the resurgent Wildcats and
claim the NWC again.
The Loggers will attempt to
continue their title streak this
Saturday at George Fox at noon.

PHOTO COURTESY / CHRIS PUTNAM

Women’s soccer: The Puget Sound women’s soccer team is
fighting hard this season to maintain their impressively longstanding Northwest Conference winning streak. They face tough
opposition from the Linfield Wildcats especially.

Loggers recover from Tommy John surgery
Three Puget Sound athletes suffer baseball-specific injury
By MIA KELLIHER

W

hat is the surgery to
have as a competitive
baseball pitcher? The
Tommy John surgery.
A surgery so specific to a playing position has never been more
common in baseball than it is
today. The injury that occurs in
many baseball pitchers is a tear
in the elbow, which is caused by
a rupture of the ulnar collateral
ligament (UCL).
Ever since the first UCL surgery
in 1974, when Dr. Frank Jobe operated on Dodgers’ pitcher Tommy John, the most effective and
efficient method to fix this injury
has been to perform the surgery as
well as receive post-surgery recovery training, according to ESPN.
USA Today reports that many
pitchers take interest in the benefits of this surgery and its outcomes because of the 85 percent
success rate, as well as the chance
for their pitching skills to remain
the same if not have the ability to
improve.
At the University of Puget
Sound, the varsity baseball team
has many skilled players who contribute to the team.
In particular, three players have
undergone the Tommy John surgery and are each currently at
different stages of recovery. Their
experience is important not only
to their individual skill level, but
also to the team as a whole.
Freshman Alex Wojtysiak
(Fountain Hills, Ariz.), who received the Tommy John surgery
ten and a half months ago, is almost at a full recovery.
After continuous strain on his
elbow from nonstop pitching, his
UCL began to wear down, causing

him to get an MRI and eventually
to decide to have the surgery performed.
“It was a pretty easy decision.
It was either get [the Tommy John
surgery] or stop playing,” Wojtysiak said.

“ A major benefit of the
surgery is an increase
in strength, muscle gain
and being able to rebuild
pitching techniques. ”

While post-surgery creates
physical pain and stress, there is
also a mental aspect that is associated with the operation.
“It was kind of hard, I thought
it was going to be really bad because I’ve never gone more than
two weeks without playing ball…
but you are constantly rehabbing
so it gives you something to think
about,” Wojtysiak said.
Halfway through the recovery
process—at the six-month mark—
sophomore Anthony Brady (Idaho Falls, Idaho) is slowly working
his way back into his old baseball
routine. On Feb. 16, 2012, during
a league game, Brady’s UCL tore
at one moment during a pitch.
The severity of a UCL tear
causes many players to rely on the
Tommy John surgery to regain
their strength and skills. Brady’s
passion for baseball influenced
his decision on the Tommy John
surgery.
“There was nothing that I could
do mentally, just the idea of not
being able to pitch again was so
much shock already that I knew I
had to go through with something

and brace myself for whatever
came in the next twelve months
with rehab,” Brady said.
At a much earlier stage of the
recovery process, freshman Layne
Croney, who tore his UCL on
April 9, went through a different
process than the other two players.
Before deciding on the surgery,
Croney went through a couple of
months of physical therapy along
with numerous MRIs before deciding on the Tommy John surgery.
“For me, it was get the surgery
and be able to play again or decide
not to have the surgery and end
my career—and that wasn’t really
an option for me at that point,”
Croney said.
An overall successful experience, the surgery went smoothly
because the tendon was removed
from his wrist instead of another
area, unlike Brady and Wojtysiak
where a tendon was removed from
their legs.
Only two months after the surgery, Croney still has to wear a
hinged brace, but is slowly working on strength training and muscle gains.
For all three players, the common theme of wanting to continue their careers as baseball players
reflects the passion they bring to
the sport despite their life-changing injuries.
A major benefit of the surgery
is an increase in strength, muscle
gain and being able to rebuild
pitching techniques.
“I’m stronger now than I ever
was…and it really refines your focus and your passion,” Brady said.
While they are at different
stages of the recovery, Wojtysiak
confirms the benefits.

“Throughout the whole rehab
you work on different muscle
groups that you wouldn’t have
worked on unless you had [the
surgery],” Wojtysiak said.
Obvious drawbacks to the surgery include the lack of playing
time as well as the lengthy recovery time.
Although the three players have
had special training to regain
their pitching strength, they agree
that it has been a long process in

order to be able to play baseball
again.
While Brady, Croney and Wojtysiak are all in differing stages
of the recovery process from the
famous pitcher surgery, they are
all strengthening and improving
their skills in order to become
better pitchers for the Logger
baseball team.
Dedication like theirs to their
sport of choice is what makes
Logger athletes stand out.

Logger Outcomes
Football:
Sept. 21: Puget Sound 42 vs. Whittier 33
Volleyball:
Sept. 20: Puget Sound 3 vs. Linfield 0
Sept. 21: Puget Sound 3 vs. George Fox 0
Women’s Soccer:
Sept. 21 Puget Sound 0 vs. Linfield 1
Men’s Soccer:
Sept. 21 Puget Sound 3 vs. Pacific 2
Sept. 22 Puget Sound 4 vs. George Fox 0
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MGMT’s new album is crap The Twilight Saga:
College Edition
By VERNICIOUS KNID
Not Another F***ing Vampire
Book is the title of a college-oriented fantasy novel, written for
the next generation of young
adults.
Or, you know, people who still
live with their parents but occasionally try their hand at adulting.
It is the story of a young man
somewhere between the ages
of
still-has-marketable-sex-appeal and broke-degreed-and-stupid who one day wakes up with
the ability to suck the ink out of
books.

“ The novel is told
in first person
heterofricativomniscient ”

PHOTO COURTESY/PITCHFORK.COM

MGMT: So beyond shit-giving that they used a three-foot-long cowbell at Bumbershoot this year.
static radio station and recorded the success as well.
By MR. BUTTFIST
“I’m Roger Waters, why won’t anyfeedback with the mic, and mixed it
Indie-rock, junkie masterminds in with some samples of babies cry- one believe me? Seriously, give me a
Andrew Vanwyngarden and Ben ing played backwards and 1930’s pro- guitar and I’ll prove it!”
Their manager also contributed
Goldwasser have done it again with paganda speeches, threw in a couple
what is possibly the hottest album of hi-hats, a few clap samples here and to the discussion with his take on
the band’s non-stop success since
2013, People Keep Asking For Us To there. You know, the usual.”
2007. “The two have been trying to
Goldwasser adds:
Make Music So Here We Are...Again.
“It’s literally complete crap. We get out of the music industry almost
The album has attracted attention from critics and fans worldwide, spent, like, at most, 30 minutes on desperately since their rapid success,
it, max. I can’t believe people are still and I just won’t have it. It’s come to
most of them touting its success.
the point where I usually have make
In the words of Pitchfork critic Ian buying this bulls**t.”
But not everyone is content with death threats for them to go on tour,”
McCormick, the album is “raw, unhe said.
processed...the real thing, man.” Sar- the album.
When pressed about their direcFamous musicians such as Noel
ah Johnston of EMI Records calls it
“quietly brilliant, with the perfect Gallagher express their disappoint- tion as a band, the pair seemed sudamount of minimalism mixed with ment with the direction that popular denly distraught and not willing to
music has taken.
engage in further discussion.
chillingly truthful lyrics.”
“It’s weak, absolutely no effort
Upon closer examination, it was
In an exclusive interview with the
boys behind it all, Vanwyngarden de- at all. Kids these days just hop on a later confirmed the two had fallen
compute-y and make a couple beats, asleep after partying with the Spanscribes the recording process.
“I had an old Tivoli analog radio, then BAM! They’re on an interna- ish National Women’s Water Polo
Team non-stop for the past three
and just grabbed a mixer and a mic tional tour,” Gallagher complained.
Homeless Joe commented on their days.
and hooked it all up. Then I went to a

He also thinks he’s a philosophy major, so he asks his professors whether or not books are still
books if they lack actual content.
This greatly puzzles the professors, who were not aware that students actually used the library for
anything besides sexy times in the
stacks, socializing or printing out
memes using the school computers.
In any case, instead of finding
a solution to the problem, and
because they didn’t want to miss
happy hour, they come up with a
“working theory”: booklessnesslessness, which states that even
when all the ink is sucked out of
the pages of a book, its remains
may still be classified as a, uh,
book.
“I don’t really know much about
any of this,” Professor Mackleless said as he arranged mirrors
and crucifixes around the yetuntouched copies of A Picture of
Dorian Gray, garlands of garlic
circling his neck. “But I know a
book when I see it.”
For whatever reason, the theory is quickly being adopted by legions of e-book readers, but that’s

probably because they don’t read
anything anyway.
Meanwhile, school is cancelled
but everyone still goes into debt
trying to pay off their student
loans.
The protagonist manages to
make his way through the entire PN-PQ section of the library,
which makes the humanities students terribly irate when they realize he left them exactly zero biographies.
He does not offer any explanation for his strange dietary preference except to say, “Guys, c’mon.
The author has been dead since,
like, the seventies. Get a grip.”
The novel is told in first person heterofricativomniscient, and
its salient points include lots of
fandom-approved shirtlessness,
TOMS © shoes, black coffee and
a mail-in rebate that will get you
a buck off the price of admission
to the book’s underfunded, independently produced movie adaptation.
On the back of the ticket are
some keywords you may use to locate precisely the movie’s website
on the Internet, but I believe the
developers wrote it in Web 2.0 so
it’s probably full of spammy popups.
So, unless you want to meet
singles in your area or followthis-one-rule: obey, you’d be better off returning to your normal
internetting routine, like watching flash videos on Albino Black
Sheep.
Confessions of a Young Deconstructionist Vampire is written
entirely in extremely bad French
by an American in her mid-thirties who got her translation degree from Google, her inspiration
from Stephanie Meyer and her
iced skinny mocha-latté vanilla from Starbucks because where
else right?
The translation of this brilliant
debut will be published in America sometime before the next Rapture, but most definitely after the
next full moon.

Tacoma Moon Festival honors the bare beauty of butts
By STONE COLD STEVE
AWESOME
Complaints came in by the hundreds last Saturday due to the second anal celebration of the Tacoma Moon Festival at Chinese
Reconciliation Park.
Erm... Well, I actually meant
the second annual celebration, but
anyway, people come from all over
the county to commemorate the
timeless tradition of bending over,
dropping trow and spreading dem
cheeks wide for all to see.
Although young people these
days tend to view mooning as a
harmless and amusing pastime,
senior Tacomans clearly see things

differently.
“Saturday afternoon was nothing short of a shitstorm, spilling
over the phones into our ears,”
Sherriff Edmond Coddlesworth
lamented to us in a recent interview.
This, of course, begs the question, how did such an outrageous festival take root in Tacoma,
Wash., of all places?
Responding to the “KEEP TACOMA FEARED” sticker craze
of the last two years, goth-rocker
and activist Addam Anarchy saw
a window of opportunity and thus
founded the Tacoma Moon Festival in order to uphold the truth of
that now infamous slogan.
In his own words, “I did it to

keep those uppity Seattlites out of
my city. I want them to think of
nothing but our filthy asses whenever they head south on the 5.”
Alongside butt brownies, moon
cakes and other glorious gluterelated memorabilia, flags embroidered with “KEEP TACOMA FEARED” were sold with one
slight but important design alteration.
To honor Tacoma’s notorious
festival, the highlighter-yellow
words now include a hairy, heavily
tattooed butt in place of the “O” in
“TACOMA.”
A giant banner version of the
flag was hung from Chinese Reconciliation Park’s iconic arch,
while contests for “Gnarliest

Moon” were held within the pagoda-like structure throughout the
day.
The winner of the contest was
judged by the loudness of the audience’s guffaws, shrieks or applause—all of this depending, of
course, on the gnarliness of the
moon in question.
This year, the grand winner of
the day was Margaret LeGoober,
mother of two and avid supporter of public nudity, who said she
found the experience “empowering.”
When she took the mic following the trophy ceremony, she gleefully equated the front row audience members’ expressions of
horror to those of her children

whenever she would find herself
in a particularly “nudist mood,” as
she put it.
For the final event, mooners
gathered along Ruston Way and
lined up to form what they affectionately call “The Moon Chain.”
As the sun went down, mooners counted down to three and
promptly dropped trow one last
time in unison, shocking some onlookers while inspiring others—as
bare-buttocksed to the world as
they entered it.
Rumor has it that although the
complaints were vicious this year,
the festival should return for 2014,
but I’m honestly just talking out of
my ass at this point.

PHOTO COURTESY/STONE COLD STEVE AWESOME
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Double Shot Show Tacoma Film Festival on campus
at the Broadway
By KATHRYN STUTZ
Twenty-four hours to create,
70 minutes to perform: Tacoma’s
own rapid theatre phenomenon,
Double Shot, showcases the best
local talent in two upcoming free
performances.
This year’s production of the annual event will also feature Puget
Sound student Sophie Schwartz.
The Double Shot show will be
comprised of seven 10-minute
short productions: five plays of
various styles, an improvisation
piece by local improv group Muh
Grog Zoo, and a dance number
choreographed and performed
by the Barefoot Studios Dance
Troupe.
“You might get a piece that’s
very funny, followed by a piece
that’s very serious,” the playwright
in residence for the Northwest
Playwrights Alliance (NPA), Bryan Willis, said.
The diversity of topics and
genres presented means that the
Double Shot acts have something
for everyone.
Double Shot is a collaboration
by several different theater groups
from around Tacoma and the
Pierce County area, and the project is co-sponsored by the NPA of
the Seattle Repertory Theater and
the Broadway Center for the Performing Arts.
Now a local phenomenon, Double Shot was once the brainchild of
the student body at Puget Sound.
The first Double Shot, which occurred on campus, “was a smash…
[it] was wildly successful,” Willis
said. University of Puget Sound put
on the event the next year as well,
before the venue moved downtown
to the Broadway Center.
There, the project grew into an
enormous collaborative event, allowing writers and performers to
access a different range of skill sets.
“It’s freeing,” Willis said of
scriptwriting with a deadline.

“You stop overediting… it becomes about speed in a way.”
He compared the style of Double
Shot to slam poetry, connecting
the two art media through shared
qualities like quick composition
and short format.
For several years, Double Shot
has been part of a larger Tacoma
festival called Free For All. Part
of the expansion of the Tacoma
theater community, Free For All
invites the public to become more
involved in the arts.
Frequently, elements of Double
Shot will come together so excellently that the performance team
will take them on the road.
“A lot we wind up taking to
England,” Willis said. “It’s very
strong stuff.”
This spirit embodies the best of
Tacoma’s artistic community, in
their ability to extract the best of
local art, and make that talent into
a global phenomenon.
Willis would “love to get more
students enrolled at UPS in the ensemble,” he said. “It’s a lot of fun…
[and] kinda magical.”
Willis, who taught a course
at Puget Sound last fall, also described the criteria he looks for in a
performer: “If you aren’t talented,
and fun to work with, you don’t get
through the door!”
Memorizing an entire play takes
some effort, certainly, but the director and playwright of Double
Shot watches his performers succeed every year.
Look for classes he plans on
teaching in the next few semesters
to get involved in the project!
This year’s Double Shot will be
performed on Sep. 28, 2013 at 7
p.m. and 9 p.m. at Studio III, on
the third floor of the Broadway
Center for the Performing Arts,
901 Broadway St.
The event is free, though registration beforehand, either online
or by phone, is required.

The annual Tacoma Film Festival
(TFF) will take place from Oct. 3-10
this year. Praised by Postdefiance.
com as “one of the premier film festivals in the Northwest,” TFF aims to
showcase local artistry and talent here
in Tacoma and throughout the Pacific
Northwest.
The Tacoma Film Festival does not
limit itself to Washington’s borders. It
also celebrates a variety of other films
from across the globe, hosting filmmakers from Germany and Australia
to the Philippines and Cambodia.
This year’s festival promises a wide
array of indie comedies, documentaries and poignant dramatic films.
The festival is currently powered
by the local art house non-profit film
venue The Grand Cinema, which
proudly states its noble goal of “enriching lives and enhancing cultural
vitality of our community through
film.”
Tickets for dinner and a movie on
opening and closing night are $30, but
if you are not feeling hungry, opening
night tickets for just the movie are
$11.
If you have trouble going to many
of the festival’s screening locations
due to lack of time or lack of transportation, you do not have to completely
miss out on this event.
Students and members of the community can actually experience the
Tacoma Film Festival right here on
campus.
On Monday, Oct. 7, Puget Sound’s
campus will host three festival screenings in Kilworth Chapel Lounge. The
screenings will include one drama,
one drama short and one documentary.
One of the films that will be
screened is Stand Clear of the Closing Doors, a drama from the Czech
Republic and official selection of the
Tribeca Film Festival.
In the film, 13-year-old Ricky, a
young Mexican boy with autism, runs
away from his undocumented family on the outskirts of New York City
and embarks on an 11-day journey
through the city’s subway system,
forcing his broken family to reconcile
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their differences in order to bring him
home.
The drama short, Six Letter Word,
also focuses on autism. This gripping story was a favorite of festivals
throughout the country, from Napa to
Orlando. An unlikely young mother
crushes self-doubt and discovers her
inner strength in the process of learning to accept her son’s autism and the
challenges that come with it.
The final film that will be screened
is the riveting Cambodian documentary A River Changes Course, which
traces the remarkable lives of three
young Cambodians who struggle to
maintain tradition in the face of rapid
development and environmental de-

struction.
The Tacoma Film Festival offers a
wealth of culture and entertainment
for all movie-lovers and is a fantastic
way for students to become involved
in the local community.
Tickets are only sold at the door.
For moviegoers with University of
Puget Sound ID, tickets will cost $2
for a 2-hour block of time. For the rest
of the Tacoma community, general
admission to these particular screenings will be $10.
For more details on movie times,
ticketing information and even movie
trailers for this year’s selections, go to
tacomafilmfestival.com.

Ronstadt Generations concert impresses crowd

Family performs to raise money for Parkinson’s research
By SABINE GLOCKER
As you entered Kilworth Chapel,
you were greeted by friendly ticket
sellers who handed you a pamphlet
on Parkinson’s Disease, in honor
of Linda Ronstadt, Michael J. Ronstadt’s elder sister who recently
ended her musical career because
of this heartbreaking disease.
Guests filed into their seats on
the church pews and awaited the
beginning of the show. Soft, folksy
music played from the speakers
while idle chatter filled the time.
After emigrating from Germany to South America in 1839, the
Ronstadt family played their music
avidly.
Officially started in 2010, Ronstadt Generations is a family-oriented band composed of Michael
J. Ronstadt, the father, Michael
G. Ronstadt, the eldest son, and
Petie Ronstadt, the youngest son.
Michael J. is the younger brother
of Grammy-award-winning Linda
Ronstadt
(ronstadtgenerations.
com).
The act opened with two brothers, dressed casually in t-shirts
and flannel. A country-style sound
filled the building as this duo sang
and played a small guitar and

catpaws, a spoon-like instrument.
The brother on the catpaws
played enthusiastically and the
brother on the guitar sang in a
unique country voice.
After the first song, the catpaw
brother sang alone and acoustically. His voice rang through the
silence, and the audience watched,
entranced by his emotional performance.
After a rhythmic solo on his
catpaws and roaring applause, the
other brother joined him again on
stage with an acoustic guitar.
Together the brothers owned
the stage and thrilled the crowd
of country and folk fans. Leaving
to great applause, the opening act
ended.
Then it was time for the main
act.
Arriving on stage to fantastic
applause, they arranged themselves in a high, low, high formation: Petie on the far left with an
acoustic guitar, Michael G. in the
middle, sitting down with a cello,
and Michael J. on the far right with
another acoustic guitar.
All three bearded men began to
play a more refined and folksy musical style than their opening act.
The father, Michael J., sang the

Spanish lyrics in a lovely tenor
voice. Petie, his arms tattooed,
skillfully muted his guitar and
Michael G. played along, at first
plucking the strings and later on
taking out his bow.
As the song went on, it evoked
thoughts of cowboys riding along
on their horses into sunset silhouetted mountain ranges. As the first
song ended, their voices harmonized perfectly.
After more thundering applause,
they went into their second song—
an expert cover of “For What It’s
Worth” by Buffalo Springfield.
Their voices all blending perfectly together, the cello peeked
out from behind the sounds of the
acoustic guitars.
“Stop, hey, what’s that sound,
everybody look what’s going
down,” they sang beautifully before a magnificent cello solo.
Their third song started with yet
another impressive cello solo. Michael G.’s hands were all over the
place; both brothers played expertly, their musical hands blurring as
they played.
When the eldest brother began a
challenging cello part and sang in
a charming tenor at the same time,
the audience was amazed.
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Ronstadt Generations: The three Ronstadt musicians.
The song ended to cheers for the
young man.
Between songs, they would share
stories of their lives, amusing the
audience and touching their hearts
with tales of family and its importance.
Ronstadt Generations played a
fantastic show.
Between their skillfully played
guitars and beautiful cello notes, I
thoroughly enjoyed myself.
Every chord, every note was

struck perfectly. Every solo and
song was met with cheers and applause.
Their voices and enthusiasm
never tired. For the entirety of
their performance, they dominated the stage and captivated those
lucky enough to hear their performance. More information can be
found at http://www.ronstadtgenerations.com/#!bio/c1lfn.ww
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Chihuly, students make art
NW Chocolate
Festival gratifies
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Blowing Glass: A student at the Collaborazione event demonstrates his technique for the crowd.
PHOTO COURTESY/MEGAN EVANS

Chocolate: Visitors walk around sampling gourmet chocolates.

By MEGAN EVANS
If a convention center full of chocolate workshops and samples of gourmet chocolate and alcohol sounds
like heaven, consider checking out
the Northwest Chocolate Festival in
Seattle. The annual convention just
hosted their fifth consecutive year of
exploring the intricacies of the chocolate world on Sept. 20-22.
People from all over the world
gathered at the Washington State
Convention Center to spend two days
experiencing and exploring the world
of gourmet chocolates.
From 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., experts
in the world of chocolate gave workshop lectures on a wide range of topics relating to chocolate.
The lectures ranged from chocolate
sculpture-making to models for fair
trade chocolate companies, and sensorial chocolate tasting to preserving
cacao genetics.
The lectures were designed to appeal to a wide range of people, from
amateur tasters to professionals.
Many of the lectures handed out
samples to demonstrate their materials.
If sitting in a lecture was too scholastic, festival-goers could head upstairs to experience samples from
over 50 vendors represented at the
fair.
Chocolate makers from all over the
United States and the world were represented at the festival.
Most chocolatiers had samples of
their products to share, and were eager to answer questions about their
products.
All of the chocolate was considered
“gourmet,” and because of the setup
of the festival, the prices were competitive.
The festival was not limited to
chocolate vendors. Everything from
pastries to caramels were available to
sample.
Some vendors were even selling
their oils and shrubs (a vinegar syrup)
to complement the array of sweets.
Once the 21+ crowd had their fill
of chocolate samples, they could head
over to the Aphrodisiac Room, where
the sensual side of chocolate could be
explored.
Workshops in this room varied
from “Painting the Body with Chocolate” (presented by Babeland) to
“Wine and Chocolate pairings.”
While sipping on chocolate vodka
or Almond Roca wine, visitors could
read about the science behind chocolate’s aphrodisiac qualities, or they
could admire art by La Figa, where
chef Tiberio Simone decorated naked
bodies with food.
For the under-21 crowd, there were
plenty of demonstrations to observe.

At the culinary Kitchen Stage, visitors could watch professional chocolate makers display their talents.
Demonstrations included how to
make vegan ganache to how to present pastries by the Art Institute of
Seattle.
The theme of the event was “beanto-bar” chocolates. Bean-to-bar refers
to efforts most gourmet chocolate
makers take to ensure that all of their
ingredients are of the highest quality—starting with the farm they come
from and ending with the finished
product.
Many of the chocolate makers
stressed their fair-trade and organic
values as well. Although every chocolate maker has a different method of
achieving their “perfect” product,
all of the vendors at the Northwest
Chocolate Festival share a great passion for chocolate.
This year, the festival kicked off on
Friday with a chocolate awards night,
with awards like “Best Artisan Chocolate Maker” and “Lifetime Achievement” handed to chocolate makers
who participated in the festival.
Keep your eyes peeled next September for news about the Northwest
Chocolate Festival. For more information visit nwchocolate.com.

By CASEY DEY
World-famous glass artist Dale
Chihuly worked with students not
only to help them create beautiful
art pieces, but to change their lives.
The Museum of Glass in Tacoma
hosts one of the few glass museums
with “hot shops,” glassblowing studios that allow the general public to
watch the entire process of making
glass artwork.
On Sept. 17 and 19, the Museum
of Glass held a Collaborazione with
Dale Chihuly and Hilltop Artists, an
experience for the public to witness
a live glassblowing demonstration of
original Chihuly designs.
Students from Hilltop Artists
helped Chihuly’s team create unique
vases that will be auctioned for $750
at a Hilltop Artists fundraiser on
Oct. 2.
Audience members were treated
to an exclusive look as the artists
transformed balls of glass into intricate vases.
Local glass artist Charles Parriot
walked through the shop, naming
each of the tools and techniques used
in the glassblowing process, such as
jacks for cutting lines into the glass
and the gloryhole, a firebrick oven
heated to 2,150 degrees Fahrenheit.
Parriot said that basic process was
simple; glass balls are connected to
puntils (heatproof poles), warmed

in the gloryhole, blown into shape,
bent and prodded and cut and rolled
into other designs, reheated, shaped,
often other glass is added to create a
rim or handle or other artistic flairs,
then reheated.
The puntil stick is allowed to cool,
then an artist in a heavy, heat-proof
suit and gloves takes the glass off the
stick, holds it as the bottom is heated
to seal the hole, and places it in an
“annealing” oven, which will allow
the glass to cool slowly and better
retain its shape.
If you’re from Seattle or Tacoma,
you know Dale Chihuly, one of the
world’s most famous glass art designers. Chihuly’s work can be seen
in numerous locations around the
world, as well as locally at the Museum of Glass in Tacoma, Seattle Center in downtown Seattle, and even
right here on campus in Wyatt Hall.
His work serves as a great inspiration in many respects, but the biggest impact has most likely come
from Hilltop Artists, an organization designed to help middle-school
kids at risk find a new direction in
life through the art of glassblowing.
He helped start the program with
Cathy Kaderick in 1994, and has
been contributing funds, supplies,
and often his own designs and expertise ever since.
Hilltop Artists has helped over
8,000 students since its inception,

and each student has a unique life
experience.
One student, Anthony, explained
that his drug addiction would have
consumed his life if it had not been
for Chihuly.
He said what makes Chihuly different is that “he doesn’t care about
imperfections. He understands that
it doesn’t have to be perfect to be art.”
This philosophy and program
helped Anthony find a purpose in
life again, bringing him back to
school and establishing a deep love
for glass art that will carry over into
a future career.
Anthony was not the only student
who walked up to Chihuly several
times throughout the Collaborazione to thank him for his work and
for being such an inspiration in their
lives.
Art is not always just a spectacle
to look at and admire. Art can sometimes be an escape from a dark reality.
Chihuly, through Hilltop Artists
and his amazing glass masterpieces,
has become a source of inspiration
for many children looking to find
purpose in their lives once more.
This demonstration was not just
a group of artists blowing glass. It
was a group of artists whose lives
had been changed simply by blowing glass.

